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OVERVIEW OF THE DAY

Topic

Requirements & Expectations

Cambium System

LUNCH

Accommodations & Supports

1% Population

MSAA System & BREAK

NAEP

EL Support & Assessment



CONTACTS FOR SUPPORT

 Jessica Ahlers– 1% Population & Alternate Assessments

 Beth Schiltz – Accommodations & Supports

 Yutzil Becker/Rachel Temple/Amanda Thronson –

English Language Proficiency (ACCESS) Assessment

 Chris Booth –Science, Science-Alt, Math-Alt, ELA-Alt

 Amanda Thronson – SD Math & ELA Assessments;                   

Interim & Formative Assessments

 Kasey Williams– NAEP 

 Matt Gill – Administrator for the Office of Assessment/Accountability



ASSESSMENT BACKGROUND



Security - student privacy and item security

Reliability – consistency

 How trustworthy is the score on the test? 

Validity – accuracy

Do the results represent what they are supposed to measure? 

Key Elements of Assessment Systems



 Evaluate:

1. Instructional Emphasis

2. Curriculum Breadth & Depth

3. Breadth & Depth of Standards Covered

 Equity – are a specific group of students falling behind?

 Both state and federal laws require testing students in 
English/language arts, mathematics and science to ensure that all 
students are meeting college/career ready standards by the end of 
high school.

Why Test?



 Tests are summative and aren’t designed to be 

diagnostic.

 Students with an IEP or 504 plan can have 

accommodations designed to support the student 

but not change the test.

 Students with significant cognitive disabilities will 

take alternate assessments in the content areas.

More about Testing



ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW, 

REQUIREMENTS, LAWS, AND RULES



 13-3-55.Academic achievement tests.

 Every public school district shall annually administer the same 
assessment to all students in grades three to eight, inclusive, 
and in grade eleven. The assessment shall measure the academic 
progress of each student. Every public school district shall annually 
administer to all students in at least two grade levels an achievement test 
to assess writing skills. The assessment instruments shall be provided by 
the Department of Education, and the department shall determine the 
two grade levels to be tested. The tests shall be administered within 
timelines established by the Department of Education by rules 
promulgated pursuant to chapter 1-26 starting in the spring of the 2002-
2003 school year. Each state-designed test shall be correlated with the 
state's content standards. The South Dakota Board of Education 
Standards may promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 1-26 to provide for 
administration of all assessments.

STATE TESTING LAW

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=13-3-55
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=1-26
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=1-26


• The expectation is all students will test

• In-progress tests transfer with the student

• No remote testing option available, testing must be in person

• Student must be enrolled at least 51%

• Students who transfer in from out of state need to test

• If in grades 3-8, and 11

• Tests do not transfer between states

• If a school or subgroup falls below 95%  participation, it 
may impact accountability

PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS



REQUIRED TESTS TO MEET STATE AND 

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 SD-English Language Proficiency Assessment (SD-ELP)

 ACCESS 2.0 or ACCESS Alt for English learners in grades K-12 until 

student reaches proficiency expectation 

 SD-Math and SD-ELA (or SD-Math-Alt and SD-ELA-Alt 

(MSAA)) for students in grades 3-8 and 11 for English language 

arts and math

 SD-Science or SD-Science-Alt for students in grades 5, 8, and 11



TEST WINDOWS

 SD-ELP: January 24 - February 25, 2022

 NAEP: January 24 - March 4, 2022

 Math, ELA, Science, & Science-Alt: March 2 - May 6, 2022

 Math-Alt & ELA-Alt: March 14 - April 29, 2022



https://doe.sd.gov/Assessment/




 Only certified educators can administer the assessments

 South Dakota is not the only state using the tests  

 Careful monitoring of students during test sessions can eliminate most 
issues

 Training is key to maintaining test security.

 Each assessment has different training expectations for staff administering 
the assessment.

 No personal communication devices can be on a student during a test 
session including cell phones, personal tablets, smart watches, or other 
devices that could connect to social media. 

Test Security



 Different expectations for each assessment 

 SD-ELP (ACCESS) - requires training for test administrators when testing 

online, for kindergarten, and for  ACCESS alternate.

 Math-Alt & ELA-Alt (MSAA) - training must be completed before test 

administrators can access the test directions.

 SD math, ELA, science & science-alt assessments have training for test 

administrators available as an online training module. This module is highly 

recommended for all proctors.  It is updated annually.

Training Expectations



 Online Practice and Training Tests available for 

students and test administrators

 Practice utilizing the various tools

 Numerous tutorials for the components of the 

Gateway are available to all educators.

Training Expectations

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/resources


 CAMPUS is our source for all testing information 

 If a student needs alternate tests and the correct data is not 

completed, the student won’t be in the pre-id file for the 

alternate assessments 

 Student transfers in TIDE take up to 72 hours if all data are 

correct in TIDE (includes students enrolled at least 50%)

 Do not contact Cambium help desks for missing students

 Instead, contact DOEassessment@state.sd.us

Infinite Campus

Infinite Campus TIDESD-STARS

mailto:DOEassessment@state.sd.us


Type must be P for a student to be in 

the appropriate test system!

Infinite Campus



 Type marked as “P” for Primary

 Participate in Alt Assessment – for those who take alternate assessments

 These students ONLY take the alternate assessments

 English Learner

 First Year in Country

 Date entered US

 Date entered US school

 504 Plan

 IEP

Infinite Campus Checks



In rare instances, a student may be unable to participate in 

any part of the assessment due to significant and

documented and fully incapacitating medical emergency 

that extends through the end of each testing window.

Medical Emergency



MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS 

Rule of Thumb

If the student can receive instruction; the student can 

participate in the statewide assessment.



TESTING TRANSPARENCY

 Federal law that tests/testing dates are posted on school websites available for 
parents/guardians/families/public

 Include specific testing dates (interim and state-required assessments)

 Testing Window

 District testing dates

 Examples

 State assessments for all content areas

 NAEP

 District benchmark assessments (SD Interim Assessments, MAP, AimsWEB, DiBELS)

 ACCESS

 Information should NOT be “buried” on website



EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT

SDDOE Sample of Meeting Requirements

Test Grades Test Window

ACCESS 2.0 Screener All grades Within 30 days of student 

enrollment

ACCESS 2.0 All ELL students grades K-12 Last Monday in January 

through first Friday in March

ELA & Math Grades 3-8 & 11 Second Monday in March 

through first Friday in May

ELA & Math Alternate Grades 3-8 & 11 Third Monday in March 

through first Friday in May

Science and Science-Alt Grades 5,8, & 11 Second Monday in March 

through first Friday in May



EXAMPLE



KEEPING IN TOUCH

 Questions? Contact DOEAssessment@state.sd.us

 Assessment Newsletter - Get weekly Assessment updates!

 Matthew.Gill@state.sd.us

mailto:DOEAssessment@state.sd.us
mailto:Matthew.Gill@state.sd.us

